
Cyngor Cymuned Cynwyl Elfed Community Council 🌼 🌿 

Public Meeting held on Monday 31.5.22 at 7.30 p.m. in Cynwyl Elfed Community Centre

to discuss and find solutions to the traffic problem in Cynwyl Elfed.


Apologies were received from: Cllr. Elsbeth Page and Cllr. Elfed Davies, 

Mike Jacob - Traffic & Road Safety Manager at Carmarthenshire County Council,

MS Samuel Kurtz, Michelle Evans.

Present: Cllr. Delme Phillips who chaired the meeting. Cllr. Julian Evans, Cllr. Eifion Jones, 
Cllr. Cai Phillips and County Councillor Bryan Davies. Enid Davies, Clerk.

John Williams and Gemma Phillips, Officials from Go-Safe, Dyfed-Powys Police Road 
Harm Reducing Unit.

P.C.S.O. Martin Dickenson

Hefin Jones, Translator.

The meeting was very well supported by the residents of Cynwyl Elfed , many of whom 
are affected by the issues on the agenda. 

Councillor Julian Evans, Chairman of the Community Council opened the meeting and 
welcomed all those present. Councillor Evans, who lives in Cynwyl Elfed handed over the 
Chair for the night to Cllr. Delme Phillips.

Councillor Delme Phillips commenced by referring all present to the Agenda for the 
evening and explained that the Agenda would be adhered to in order to focus on finding 
solutions to the issues brought to the Council's attention prior to arranging the meeting. 


1. Problem of the speed of traffic through the village.  Councillor Phillips invited John 
Willams and Gemma Phillips of Go-Safe to address the meeting regarding this issue .


      John Williams told of his background as a retired Chief Inspector of South               
Wales Police, with a background in investigating serious road traffic incidents. John 
Williams has visited Cynwyl Elfed on many occasions through his work, and was able to 
convey to the meeting his thorough understanding of the problems encountered on this 
very busy stretch of the A484 and B4333. He explained his role within Go-Safe and gave 
the meeting a description of what is possible to accomplish through taking part in the 
Community Speed Watch project.  John Williams invited questions from the floor. Many 
people were given an opportunity to share their experiences and observations and they 
asked very relevant questions which John Williams was able to answer within his remit as 
an Official of Go-Safe.  P.C.S.O. Martin Dickenson was also given the opportunity to 
address the meeting and answer questions.

Several of the residents of Cynwyl Elfed put their names forward to be involved with the 
Community Watch Scheme which will require completing an application form and a brief 
training session once the applications have been approved, prior to putting the scheme 
into operation in the village.

Road Surveys have been made and the results were requested.

The matter of installing speed cameras was raised - John Williams said that very few local 
authorities will operate these now due to the phenomenal cost of installation and running.

The problem of the speed allowed on the roads coming in to Cynwyl Elfed was 
mentioned. On the A484 from Carmarthen past Derwydd Garage several inappropriate 
overtaking manouveres have been witnessed, and also there have been 3 collisions in a 
very short time. 

The 50mph speed limit on the Cynwyl Road was also judged to be too high and not 
suitable for a road with so many bends, and on which so many large vehicles travel.




The B4333 from the direction of Hermon to Cynwyl Elfed has the national speed limit of 
60mph and  goes straight into a 30 mph area just after the bend near the Cynwyl 
Showground enterance, at which point the road narrows. The point was made that the 
Local Authority needs to take steps to reduce the speed on the roads approaching 
Cynwyl Elfed and also if possible put traffic calming measures where appropriate.


2. Blind Bend on each side of the main street through Cynwyl Elfed. 
3. The Main Road is narrow and the pavements are also narrow. 
4. Vehicles park on the main road through the village. 
5. Vehicles park on the pavement. 
6. Heavy traffic, including tankers and articulated lorries, some with 40ft trailers 
7. Vehicles, including large lorries mounting pavements at times. 
Councillor Phillips (Chair.) took the decision to group items 2-7 on the agenda as they all 
affect the traffic flow through the village as well as make the pavements and road 
hazardous, especially to pedestrians. The absence of officials from Carmarthenshire 
County Council, Road Safety Unit, Highways and Transport division, meant that there was 
not a question and answer session but a discussion was had by those present with 
Councillor Phillips facilitating. Councillor Phillips read an e-mail from MS, Samuel Kurtz,  
apologising for his absence and stating that on receipt of a brief synopsis of the meeting, 
he will raise the matters of concern with the relevant bodies with urgency.. Enid Davies, 
Clerk to the Community Council explained that she had contacted the Rt. Hon.Simon 
Hart MP last week when it became apparent that no one could attend from 
Carmarthenshire Council. She received a prompt and helpful response which directed her 
to write to MS Samuel Kurtz as transport matters have been devolved. This she did on 
Monday afternoon and by Tuesday morning the Council had received the response from 
MS Samuel Kurtz.  Councillor Phillips also informed the meeting of the e-mail received 
from Mike Jacob and the plan, with regard to the parking issues,  for a series of parking 
surveys to be carried out over a period 4-6 weeks to ascertain what action can be 
undertaken to improve matters.

The discussion commenced and the observation was made  that when the village of 
Cynwyl Elfed grew around the road running through it, no one could have predicted the 
increase in the nature and size of vehicles  and the volume of traffic which is now on the 
road. 

The matter of three way traffic lights was discussed.  Recently when the wall of the  
chapel located at the junction with the B4333 was repaired, following being damaged by 
a vehicle, traffic lights were in place to enable the builders to complete their work safely. 
In favour of this suggestion, many people remarked that the traffic flowed through the 
village much easier and the road felt safer. Traffic lights are known to slow down traffic 
even after the traffic has passed through the lights.  On the negative side, several people 
said that it moved the problem temporarily. Vehicles were allowed to park outside the hall 
for the period of the repair and this is not something that can be allowed indefinitely.


Another suggestion in order to alleviate the parking problem was regarding a piece of land  
which belongs to a property which is currently for sale.  The land had been earmarked for 



a bypass project which did not come to fruition.  It was suggested that enquiries should 
be made regarding purchasing this bit of land with a view to creating a local amenity car 
park. It was suggested that some sort of Parking Permit system could be used.

The point was made that the Village Shop, which is also the Post Office and for many the 
Bank needs to be considered in any plans. During the periods of lockdown the shop was 
a lifeline to many of the local residents.


The suggestion of having a better bus service was mentioned in order to relieve the 
pressure on the road.


The Community Council was asked to contact the relevant officials of Carmarthenshire 
County Council on behalf of Cynwyl Elfed residents in order to arrange a daytime meeting 
as it may be that the officials were unable to attend the meeting  as it was held out of 
office hours.


The matter of writing a petition was mentioned but the consensus was that it is much 
better to write individual letters or e-mails as problems occur in order to give the Local 
Authority a much better idea of the size and severity of the issues.


The meeting concluded at 9.00 p.m. when County Councillor Bryan Davies thanked John 
Williams, Gemma Phillips, and PCSO Martin Dickenson for their presence and for their 
valuable contribution to the meeting.  County Cllr. Davies, also thanked Hefin Jones, 
translator, Cllr. Julian Evans for opening the meeting, Cllr. Delme Phillips for his role as 
Chairman for the evening and Enid Davies, Clerk.  County Councillor Bryan Davies 
thanked everyone who attended the meeting and participated in the discussions. He 
assured those present that the matters discussed and the points raised will be relayed 
back to the Council at the next meeting of the Community Council when the way forward 
will be discussed.


